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esort, Punta Mita, Mexico
s Resort Hualalai, Big Island

The Cloister, Seq Island, Ga.
Adare Manor Hofel & Golf Resort, County Limerick
Falling Rock af Nemacolin Woodlands Resort, Farmington, Pa.

American Club, Kohler, Wis.

Inn at Spanish Bay, Pebble Beach, Cafif.

Four Seasons Resort at Wailea, Maui

Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, Naples, Fla.

JW Marriott Las Vegas Resort, Spa & Golf, Las Vegas
Ritz-Carlfon, Palm Beach, Fia.

Westin Resort & Spa, Los Cabos, Mexico

The Broadmoor, Colorado Springs, Colo.

Four Seasons Resort Aviara, Carlsbad, Calif.

One&Only Palmilla, Los Cabos, Mexico

Inn at Palmetto Bluff, Bluffton, 5.C.
Lodge af Pebble Beach, Pebble Beach, Calif
Montage Resort & Spa, Laguna Beach, Calif

Westin Lo Contera Resort, San Antonio, Tex.

Fairmont Kea Lani at Wailea, Maui

Four Seasons Resort af Troon North, Scottsdale

Ritz-Carlton, Kapalua, Maui
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess, Scottsdale
Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort and Spa, Kauai

76

Four Seasons Resort, The Lodge at Koele, Lanai
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Adare Manor Hotel &
Golf Resort, ( Limerick

ounty
FIE] The Cloister,

Sea Island, Ga.

JW Marriott Las Vegas
Resort, Spa & Golf, La: |

1"1."&;'\'1_\'

Montage Resort & Spa,
Laguna Beach, Calif.

Ritz-Carlton, Phocnix

808-565-7300; fourseasons.com 36

QO O

Holes Room OVERALL Design of Golf Staff
SCORE  Courses & Service

of Golf  Rates

52-329-291-6000; fourseasons.com 18 $%$ 985
808-325-8000; fourseasans.com 18 $$$ 977
888-732-4752; seaisland.com 54  $$% 9715
353-61-396-566; adaremanor.com 18 $% 964
724-329-8555; nemacolin.com 36 $ 957
920-457-8000; destinationkohler.com 72 B 955
800:654-9300; pebblebeach.com 77 $8§ 949
808-874-8000; fourseasans.com 54 $$ 946
239-593-2000; ritzearlton.com 36 94.4
702-869-7777; marrioft.com 72 $ 943
561-533-6000; ritzcalion.com 36 9.1
52-624-142.9000; westinloscabas.com 63 94.0
719-634-7711: broadmoor.com 54 $$ 936
760:603-6800; fourseasons.com 18 $% 936
52-624-146-7000; oneandonlyresorts.com 27 $$$  93.6
8437066500; polmetiobluffresortcom 18§88 93.4
800-654-9300; pebblebeach.com 72 $3% 931
049-7156000; monfagelagunabeach.com 36§83 93.0
210:558-6500; wesfinlacantera.com 36 5 926
808.875-4100; fairmont.com 54  $% 925
480-515-5700; fourseasons.com 3% $35 925
B0B-669-6200; ritzcarlton.com 36 $35 924
480-585-4848; fairmont.com 3% $$ 920
808742-1234; kauai hyaif.com 18 §% 920

$$8 97

One of the latest evolutions in golf has eliminated holes al-  :

b together. GolfCross enthusiasts in New Zealand whack i PLAY DO
an oval baII into netted goals; when teed up vertically, the egg, as it’s called, flies
true, but when set at various angles, it can be direct-
ed left or right. The nine-hole course at South |s-
land’s Rippon Vineyard includes complimentary
wine tasting (64-3-443-8084; golfcross.com; round,
$20). In Turkey, Cross Golf Cappadocia has its
nine nets set amid the striking rock formations of
Géreme National Park. The natural terrain is both
fairway and rough. Hotel transfers, club rental, cad-
dy, and post-game barbecue are included (90-384-
271-23-51; crossgolf.com.tr; round, $370).

[ RUN FOR COVER ]

if gives the functional-but-boring clubhead
cover a fashionable twist. Side zips\ provide snug fit
down the shaft, and water-resistant fabrics in sun-
ny hues and bold prints protect against the ele-

ments. And as with any great accessory,
there’s a bag to match—they pair perfect-
ty with the company’s new line of golf bags
(kerigolf.com; four covers, $75).
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In 2007, Americans
spent $26.1 billion on
golf vacations.
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Disney’s Beach Club Resort, Orlando, Fia.

Four Seasons Resort, Nevis

Loews Lake Las Vegas Resork, Las Vegas
Ritz-Carlton, Phoenix :
Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island, Amelia fsiand, Fla.
Gleneagles Hotel, Perthshire, Scotland

Wailea Beach Marriott Resort & Spa, Maui

Inn at Harbour Town, Hitton Head, S.C.
Ritz-Carlton, Laguna Niguel, Dana Point, Calf,
Lodge at Ventana Canyon, Tucson

Wynn Las Vegas, Las Vegas

Camelback Inn, Resort & Spa, Scottsdale
Ritz-Carlton Lodge, Reynolds Plantation, Greenshoro, Ga.
Fairmont Banff Springs, Alberta

Grand Woilea Resort, Hotel & Spa, Maui

The Greenbriar, White Sulphur Springs, W,
Dromoland Castle, County Clare

Mauna Lani Resort, Big Istand

W Marrioft Orlando Grande Lakes, Orlands, Fia.
Four Seasons Lanai at Manele Bay, Lanai

Rayal Palms Resort & Spa, Phoenix

Coeur d'Alene Resort, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho

Westin Kierland Resort & Spa, Scottsdale

Boulders Resort & Golden Door Spa, Carefree, Ariz.
Disney’s Grand Floridian Resort & Spa, Orlando, Fla.
Lodge at Torrey Pines, La fofia, Calif.

The Cloister,
Sea Island, Ga.

Four Seasons Resort,

06060 6 & 6 0 O

Holes Room OVERALL Design of Golf Stoff o~ Resort ~ Food/ Acivifies/

of Golf Rotes SCORE Courses & Service Service Dining Facilifies
407-934-8000; disneyworld.com 81 §§ 94 929 100 B8RS 895 790 944
869-469-1111; fourseasons.com 18 $$$5 913 923 920 960 923 B840 905

702-567-6000; loewshofels.com 36 i 91.3 909 G55 BO05H 05 35 o 84!
602-468-0700; ritzearlion.com 108 $ 913 875 938 100 947 900 824
904-277-1100; ritzearlion.com 18 B 91.2 855 8B5S 984 H9a7 | ERdlAn Rol
44.1764-662231; gleneagles.com 63 $$% 910 941 100 813 800 933 933
808-879-1922; marrioff.com 54  $% 90.8 100 950 790 947 B42 B7S
866-561-8802; seapines.com 54 $ 906 880 960 870 917 885 917
949:240-2000; ritzcarlion.com 18 5% 906 932 905 941 920 863 867
800-828-5701; thelodgeatventonacanyon.com 36§  90.5 905 850 947 950 947 850
7027707 100; wynnlasvegas.com 18 $ 901 844 903 (936 9356 906 903
480:948-1700; comelbackinn.com 3% $ 9.0 890 973 822 909 896 887
706-467-0600; ritzcarlion.com 99  $ 900 933 933 966 936 B33 774
4037622211; fairmont.com 27 BiSER 89.9 930 929 (781 929 881 073
800-888-6100; grandwailea.com 54 $$% 899 980 960 840 843 813 913
304«536].] 10; greenbrier.com 54 $$ 899 936 903 839 936 839 931
35361-368144; dromoland.ie 18 $3% 897 870 826 923 962 100 833
808-885-6622; maunalani.com 36 §SGH 89.7 100 912 (B85. B80S B57 B7.8
407-206-2300; grandelakes.com 18 S0 89.6 (002 902 o7 a5 BR0.08 H00.5
808-565-2000; fourseasons.com 36 $%% 895 959 936 913 898 776 851
602-840-3610; royalpalmshotel.com 360 =G §9.5 [R9.5 T160E S0 7 R os iR ERAGH 762
208-765-4000; cdaresort.com 18 i 893 933 933 784 931 862 1885
800-354-5892; kierlandresort.com 27 $$ 891 928 900 895 928 829 851
480-488-9009; theboulders.com 36 $$ 89.0 948 915 885 902 780 879
407-824-3000; disneyworld.com 81 $$% 89.0 828 966 909 909 788 938
858-453-4420; lodgetorreypines.com 36 S 89.0 951 848 912 [¢l5850 860

[ MEASURE FOR MEASURE ]

The new generation of range finders in the pros’
bags this year (in 2006, the USGA approved the

The Best in Resort Service

Punta Mita, Mexico

JW Marriott Las
Vegas Resort, Spa & Golf,
Las Vegas

Four Seasons Resort

at Wailea, \aui

use of range finders during play) are also well suit-
ed for your next golf outing. With a downloadable
bank of 17,000 courses in 45 countries, SkyGolf’s
55 has GPS capability that can mea-
sure distances between you and up to 40 targets
within one yard, and gauge the shape of the green
from any approach angle (skygolfgps.com; $430).

SkyCadd

With 0;'1 average of $95 a round, Hawaii is the
most expensive state in which to play golf.

\

[ THE WRITE STUFF ]

Keep a running record of your play on the world’s most memo-
rable courses in Smythson’s Panama Golf Notes book, hand-
made in England. The 64 gilt-edge, featherweight leaves are
bound in sky blue or navy lambskin, dignifying your scores even if
you're marking more bogeys than birdies (smythson.com; $75).

CONDE NAST TRAVELER / cntraveler.com
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Holes  Room OVERALL Design of Golf Staff Roams  Resort Food/ Adiies
of Galf Rates SCORE Courses & Service Service Dining Focime

52 Hyait Regency Grand Cypress, Oriando, Fla. 407-239-1234; grandeypress.hyaft.com 45 =4 889 | 906 938 F8] 8 N94] fg4o 862
53 Ballantyne Resort, Charlotte, N.C. 704-248-4000; ballantyneresort.com 18 B 88 882 882 939 912 875 807
54 Lodge at Nemacolin Woodlands Resort, Farmington, Pa. 724-329-8555; nemacolin.com 35 WHEN 88.2 | 9290 00 on RA5 98 78 RE50H 90
54 Princeville Resort, Kauai 808-8269644; princeville.com 45 $3% 882 904 892 863 867 878 882
56 Ojai Valley Inn & Spa, Ojai, Calf 805-646-1111; ojairesort.com 18 BGEE 87.5 92.] 865 '§9.2 892 B40 HE2Q
57 Westin Turnberry Resort, Ayrshire, Scotland 44-1655-331000; turnberry.co.uk 45 $3% 869 100 889 889 824 875 688
58 Bandon Dunes Golf Resort, Bandan, Ore. 888-345-6008; bandondunesgolf.com 51 BEASN 864 100 0GR St RAo S Ea T FT6 9
59 The Phoenician, Scottsdale 480-941-8200; phoenician.com 27 $3$$ 860 867 918 863 856 794 84.0
59 St Regis Monarch Beach Resort, Dana Point, Calif, 949.234-3200; stregis.com 18 $3$ 860 755 918 91.8 887 880 818
61  The Homestead, Hot Springs, Va. 540-839-1766; thehomestead.com 54 RSN 858 947 895 B21 846 769 829
61 Rifz-Carlion Golf & Spa Resorf, Rose Hall, Montego Bay, famaica 876-953-2800; ritzcarlton.com 18 $5 858 920 960 875 920 680 739
i Mol Wl icote Oo¥ er cuc oo 2503917160; bearmouriain.ca 18§ 855 944 889 882 722 778 875
64 Pinehurst Resort, Pinehurst, N.C. 910-235.8507; pinehurst.com 144 B30 852 986 918 722 849 716 855
64 Ritz Carlton, Half Moon Bay, Half Moon Bay, Calif. 650712-7000; ritzearlton.com 3 N 852 831 908 930 871 /95 768
66 Disney’s Saratoga Springs Resort & Spa, Orlando, Fla. 407- 827-1100; disneyworld.com 81 $3 849 867 100 889 765 750 765
66 Disney’s Yacht Club Resorf, Orlando, Fia. 407-9347639; disneyworld.com 81 $% 849 80O 867 833 889 778 938
68 JW Marrioft lhilani Resort & Spa at Ko Olina, Ochu 808-679-0079; ihilani.com 18 $$ 846 809 830 940 860 857 796
69 Kiawah Island Golf Resorf, Kiawah Isiand, S.C. 800576-1570; kiawahresort.com 90 WSEN 845 930 857 829 B8] 756 B80S
70 Loews Ventana Canyon Resort, Tucson 5202992020; loewshotels.com 3% § 844 936 872 769 Bl5 B4s 787
71 Bacara Resort & Spa, Santa Barbara, Calif 805-968:0100; bacararesort.com 36 B$5EY B43 870 B75 818 870 833 773
72 The Breakers, Paim Beach, Fla. 5616556611; thebreakers.com 3% BN 842 675 900 875 900 900 838
73 Half Moon, Rose Hall, Montego Bay, Jamaica 876-953-2211; halfmoon.com 18 BEEE 840 833 875 B33 833 783 BZ5
74 Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel, Big Island 808-880-1111; hapunabeachprincehotelcom 18 $$ 83.6 90.0 921 757 800 769 818
75 Ocean Reef Club, Key Largo, Fla 800-741-7333; oceanresf.com 3 $$ 835 842 895 722 842 79.0 895
75 One&Only Ocean Club, Paradise sland, Bahomas 242-363-2501; oneandonlyresoris.com 18 $$3 835 857 864 900 762 762 850

[ VISION STATEMENT ] The Best in Food | Dining

You'll see the flight of your ball in

HD when wearing Oakley’s Radar
Range, Pitch, or Path sunglasses,
each style available in two lenses: The
tungsten iridium lens reduces glare in
bright sun, while the rose tint lens enhances con-
trast in flat light. No matter which lens conditions dictate, they'll keep :
smudge-free with water- and oil-repellent coatings. And the close fit means Four Seasons Resort,
they’ll stay in alignment whether you're hacking out of the rough or staring i Punta Mita, Mexico

down at a birdie putt (oakley.com/radar; $175).

Sraeane Eg g SRR Pt S D 14 ] A ~ jl}:’ « g~ Inits 101-year history, Pinehurst No. 2 has hosted the most
R TEID j QQL{ﬁG A&-‘?g 'i;i-r’ championships in the United States. We caught up with

. 3 Eddie Mackenzie, who has |9 years’ experience caddying No. 2, to
When it o pens th IS get his tips for playing the Donald Ross—designed course.
year, Nullarbor Links

Forget par: “The average score from the white tees is about
WI Il be the world’s 105. You gotta play No. 2 one shot at a time.” Course manage-
longest course,

ment: “The greens are elevated and the crowning can be severe,

: y and that usually involves laying up and then a chip-and-run up the

spanning 800 miles hill—like at St. Andrews. Ross was a Scotsman, after all.” Favor-
in Western and

South Australia.

FTi8] Adare Manor Hotel & Golf
Resort, County Limerick

Dromoland Castle,

County Clare

Four Seasons Resort
Hualalai, Big [sland

ite hole: “Everybody loves 18. On Sundays, the hole is in the
same spot it was when Payne Stewart nailed the |5-foot putt to
win the 1999 U.S. Open.”

8o CONDE NAST TRAVELER / cntraveler.com
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Porimarnock Hotel & Golf Links, County Dublin

Fairmont Chateau Whistler, Whistler, B.C.

Grand Del Mar, San Diego .

Ritz-Carlfon, Sarasota, Fla.

Desert Springs JW Marrioft Resort & Spa, Palm Desert, Calif.
Ritz-Carlton Orlando, Grande Lakes, Orlanda, Fla.

Hilton Waikoloa Village, Big lsland

Hilton Head Marriott Resort & Spa, Hifton Head, S.C.

Hyatt Regency Resort and Spa ot Gainey Ranch, Scottsdale
Fairmont Turnberry Isle Resort & Club, Aventura, Fia.

Westin La Paloma Resort & Spa, Tucson

Four Seasons Resort and Club Dallos af Las Colinas, Dallas, Tex.
Barton Creek Resort & Spa, Austin, Tex.

JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa, Phoenix

Old Course Hofel, Golf Resort & Spa, St Andrews, Scotland
Casa de Campo, La Romana, Dominican Republic ‘
Fairmont Orchid, Big Island

Westin Diplomat Resort & Spa, Holywood, Fla.

Atlanfis, Paradise Island, Bahamas

Longboat Key Club and Resorf, Longboat Key, Fla.

Quail Lodge Resort & Golf Club, Carmel, Calif

Myrtle Beach Marrioft Resort af Grande Dunes, Myrtle Beach, .C
Hyaif Regency Resort & Spa, Maui

Fairmont Southampton, Bermuda

WWe tabulated the responses of 2,805 Condé Nast Traveler readers who were asked to evaluate 477 golf resorts that they had visited in the past three years. Properties

353-1-8460611; portmarnock.com
404-938-8000; fairmont.com
858-314-2000; granddelmar.com
941-309-2000; ritzcarlion.com
760-341-2211; desertspringsresorf.com
407-206-2400; ritzcarlton.com
808-886-1234; hilonwaikeloavillage.com
843-686-8400; hiltonheadmarrioft.com
480-444-1234; scotisdale.hyaif.com
800-257-7544; tairmont.com
520742-6000; westinlapalomaresort.com
972-717-0700; fourseasons.com
866-572-7369; bartoncreek.com
480-293-5000; jwdesertridgeresort.com
44-1334-474371; oldcoursehotel.co.uk

809-523-3333; casadecampo.com

808-885-2000; fairmont.com
954-602-6000; diplomaresort.com
888-528-7155; aflantis.com
888-237-5545; longboatkeyclub.com
888-828-8787; quaillodge.com

843-449-8880; myrilebeachmarriofiresortcom 18 §

808-661-1234; mavi.hyatt.com
441-238-8000; fairmont.com

___;_.Ré;ras_f:;aﬂed the lowest doublercom price during the resort's high season for golf. $ = $349 and under, $$ = $3_50—$499, - $$% = $500 or more.

O 0 G &€ S 6 0 0O
Holes  Room OVERALL Design of GolfStaff o Resort Food/  Activifies/
of Golf Rates SCORE Courses & Service Service  Dining  Facilifies
18 $$$ 834 880 880 850 905 810 650
18 & 833 879 824" Ea3asERFiE 78 SRl
18 B$80) 833 722 833 882 882 832 833
18 95 833 941 765 889 (778 ERY 722
35 G 829 853 893 . 816 B44 744 70
12 $ 828 760 800 B85 889 885 783
35 BO 825 828 890 794 758 803 857
54 $ 824 833 B8B9 824 B89 625 857
27 B 82.) 837 837 714 878 800 Bil
36 B 819 1893 7860 B20 1782 74N rd
27 § 818 946 889 784 744 718 763
18 B30 81.6 810 864 62 810 773 Bod
54 BEGM 815 947 828 704 759 793 7B
35 B0 81.3 870" 833° 827 B4 A2 EE0
18 BN 811 919 902 F7Z4 787 717 702
54 55 810 948 | 871 767 733 700 750
3 $$ 808 811 784 838 895 684 842
18 B 80.6 767 828 870 900 774 700
18 Bl 805 778 771 794 882 743 879
45 BSE 804 | 7007 7500 857 857 857250
18 $$ 804 763 897 850 810 B0OO 686
80.2 849 849 733 781 750 818
SRS 800 704 750 815 846 815 920
18 BS6ER 795 [zo0l [ 7ol Eza 0l R00 6n i p5.08 HAE

were rated on six criteria-—Design of Courses (20 percent of score), Golf Staff & Service (20 percent), Rooms (15 percent), Resort Service I5 pereent), Food/Dining (15 percent), and
Activities/Facilities (15 percentj—using a five-point scale: excellent, very good, good, fair, and poor. Each score represents the percentage of respondents who rated a particular feature
excellent or very good. Only properties that received a required minimum number of responses were included in these rankings.

Bandon Dunes Golf

Falling Rock at
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Westin Turnberry
Resort, Scotl

GAME ADYISORY

The word fore originated in the

Ritz-Carlton,

Resort, Bandon, Ore. Palm Be

T
ach, ria.

Wailea Beach Marriott

Nemacolin Woodlands Resort, \[oui
Resort, ! gton, Pa.

Westin Resort & Spa,
Four Seasons Resort, Los Cabos, Mexico

Q ]

Ayrshire, Scotland

[ PUTTING 2.01]

Spending hours on the putting green will only benefit your score if you're cor-
recting your bad habits. Working out the kinks is a cinch with Adams Golf's
DiXX Digital Training Putter. The detachable computer measures the
path, impact position, and face angle of your putts (see
right), while other sensors monitor details like hand vi-
brations. And it will track the progress of your swing as
you improve (see left). The putter, available in mallet and
blade styles, is USGA approved for course play when the
computer is removed (adamsgolf.com; $400).

84

M Reported by Alex C. Pasquariello

Scottish military, where it was
used to warn troops in forward

positions of incoming artillery fire.
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