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oustonians will tmi:.- appreciate the ease with which we are able tovisit the new resort and resideniial

community of Punta Mita, Mexico. Continental Airlines services allow passengers to choose from

several non-stop Mights 2 day to Puerto Vallarta, and a Punta Mita van is able to whisk the guests 10
the praperty in less than an hour. We left in the morning and by early afternoon were sipping margaritas at
our private plunge pool and nibbling appetizers prepared by our butlei, Ah paradise!

I1 is by far one of the easiest vacation getaways from our area. ['was truly amazed at the property encomn-
passing 1.500 acres on a peninsula surronnded on three sides by sugary sand heaches and nine and & hall miles
of curvaceous coastline. This master planned resort and residential community is gated and currently has a
fantastic Four Seasons Resort and Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course. Eventually a St. Regis Resort, another
golf course, plus a vacht pier will be completed.




Four Seasens rooms, suites and rental villas offer a vanety of
choives to rest and relax as well as many different venues to swim.
Sorme are located near the heach and the large infinity pool thad
appears (o drilt ofl into the ocean is heated and home o Gnastic
daily water acrobics classes, These classes are a great way to gain
fricnds and lose pounds. Maybe floating in @ huge inner b on
the lazy river might be just the Geket,

This is a green resort and 15 full of waldhle from exotic birds
to crabs to iguanas ote,  The lush veretation throves mthis cli-
mate and Howering bushes and trees abound ar the villas and
the resort and beach areas. Ann Armstrong, marketing dircetor,
SHVE that AT WA teel S[}('('il'; that Iy harm SUCEEs are 'L':.luf:l'll.
and transported to a fendlier environment,

Four Seasons Villas may be purchased or rented through
Mita Residential and have fantastic views. Many are on the
beach and the supreme one that is the choice of celebrities such
as Jennifer Crarner and Matt Darmon is mammoth with dramatic
furnishings and plenty of space for an entourage. Our villa was
an the illside overlooking the area with about seven-thousand
spuare [eet, complete with a private chel and a butler, and gouwr-

mel stocked kicchen. Four bedroom saites allow plenty of pri-
vacy and the outdoor spacious shower or indoor double shower
head just heg for some good clean fun. Hammocks abound on
the terraces and a five pitbizhis the night iF you so choose.,

The might sky peppered with sparks of’ light was dazzling,
but my favorite memory was laving in the warm Jacuezi each
evening and watching shooting stars blast across the sky. With
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such a show, who needed the large sereen televisions?

Lqually amazing is a relaxing massage outdoors on the
beach or at the spa hisell. The indoor spa has a state-of - the -
art fitness room and impressive amenities. 1 did not avail myself,
as there were so many things to do simply by checking the daily
program, such as kayaking, surf fishing, historical tours and the
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the: “Tail of the Whale” thiz optional par 3 hele playvs 199 vards
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from a mainland tee box to the sland green in the Pacific. Ax
high tide, guests mayv choose to take the amphibious vehicle o
fimish their putt, At low tide;, they may just walk on the path
while watching crabs and fish on their wans Tt is ome of the most
unique holes in the golfing world and the largest nataral island
green anyvwhere. Fight of the holes on this course face the Pa-
cific Ceean and this sumimer a second Nicklaus course will open
b additional play

Ask the concierge to book a trip to the whale watching
where our guide, who had tremendous agility, maneovered our
small eraft very close to seven different Humpback whales, The
trip 1o the Marieta Islands Marine Reserve 15 a way o view the
Blue Foored Boobies and other exote birds numbering about ten
thousand.  Snorkeling is allowed, but the reserve 15 only acces-
sible by boat and be sure to ask for Budi, who s a magnificent
guide as well 25 a sport fisherman.

Diming cholees abound with one of the Fvorites being Ba-
hia Bestaurant. At 1 ES0am, threee days a week, the fresh caich
ol the day arcives rom the local fishermen and guests are able o
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actually pick their fish and have it grilled w perfecion at Bahia,
the lovely beach restaurant. The Tour Seasons even thought of
Ty the
seafood platter with a fine selection of ocean fresh fish and do

illaminating the sea for fantastic visual effects a night

nol miss the trufie mashed Potatoes. For extra-special oceasions
a couple may wish to have a private dinner on the Rock, where
they are served on a huge outcropping over the ocean with pri-
vate waiters and incomparable, romantic service, . Then a fire
allows them to roast marshmallows- how sweet i sl

The Residents” Beach Club, accessible only to Punia Mita
resicdents and guests renting any of Punta Mita’s remal villas o
comclas, has the hest tortilla soup thar we ever tasted and theie
margaritas de oro are superb, but the agoachile stvle seallops and
shrimps are also sensational, The upscale restaurant, Aramara,
is perlect for that special ocoasion.

Shopaholics will be enthralled with the selections at the four
new boutiques offering luxury lifestyle shopping and leamring
taburlous designs by Michelle Smith of Milly fame, Her vibrant

creations were inspired by her i w Punta Mita and 1CON

celebrated her special collection at the Houston Neiman Mar-
cus store. Sure to be a hit with Houstonians, the line as well as
the resort ave simply fantaste, Note the bright Milly cabana set
pictured, La Perla, Elizabeth Hurley and Regina Donde are just
some of the many other fine designers featured in the shops,

The Punt de Mita Foundation invelves a communite-based
ellort o transiorm local wwns inwo healthy neighborhoods and
improve public safety, provide capital, technical assisiance and
training by helping local non - profits. Just the kind of spint
that is so evident in the hospitable atmosphere of this superh
sanetaary. Punta Mite, Mesico waly is a haven from the rest of
the waorled,

For e nfivaetion: whargd Purta Ndidr, oesd seeomo eindamiba. cone i o)
call toll-free BAG-647-0979. for villa rentals, contact Mita Resident
s mitaredendind cone - <A mitareadentiod conee =
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